
April 25, 2022

The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Roy Blunt
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Appropriations Subcommittee on Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
Washington D.C., 20515 Washington D.C., 20515

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro The Honorable Tom Cole
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Appropriations Subcommittee on Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington D.C., 20515 Washington D.C., 20515

Dear Chairwoman Murray, Ranking Member Blunt, Chairwoman DeLauro, and Ranking Member Cole:

As physicians committed to a public health approach to deter gun violence, we write to ask you to provide
$375 million to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Youth Violence Prevention
program to establish a Community Violence Intervention (CVI) initiative within their existing program.
The proposed funding would expand the CDC’s reach of CVI work to help address the rise of violence in
cities across the country, especially those with high rates of homicides.

We have witnessed the tragic consequences and effects of gun violence on not only victims, but their
loved ones. From providing lifesaving medical care to the injured, to supporting our patients’ recoveries
as their lives are forever changed by spinal cord injuries or post-traumatic stress disorder, to consoling
mothers after delivering the heartbreaking news that their child was lost to a bullet, we play a critical role
in providing essential care and services to help individuals recover from gun violence.

However, it is important that we move beyond the walls of our hospitals and clinics to end gun violence,
and it must be treated as the public health crisis that it is. For physicians, public health solutions are more
than a buzzword. It means deploying evidence-based strategies that reduce our patients’ risk factors for
violent injury and bolster protective factors.

Fortunately, there are a variety of evidence-based health and community-based violence prevention
solutions we can employ. Examples include hospital-based violence intervention programs (HVIP), street
outreach, trauma-informed cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), peace fellowships and group violence
intervention.

These approaches have been shown to decrease violence significantly in the communities where they are
deployed. A randomized control trial of HVIPs found that these programs decrease participants' risk of
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future injury by 75%.1 Similarly, trials of community-based organizations that implemented
trauma-informed CBT found that they decreased violent crime arrests among participants by 45-50%.2 An
evaluation of street outreach programs found them to prevent 35 nonfatal shootings and 5 homicides over
an approximately 2-year period.3

Despite the availability of these strategies, implementation lags woefully behind the need. Nationwide,
communities continue to experience unacceptable levels of violence, with 24,576 American deaths from
homicide in 2020.4 Preliminary estimates suggest these rates increased in 2021.5 We are thankful that
Congress invested $50 million in Fiscal Year 2022 to fund a CVI initiative within the Department of
Justice, however, it is essential that the CDC receives funding for a CVI initiative, as they can build on
their 20-plus years' experience of science-based violence prevention efforts to effectively reduce violence.

As physicians on the frontline of the nation’s gun violence epidemic, we ask that Congress deploy
evidence-based tools to stop community violence by prioritizing $375 million for a CVI initiative within
the CDC’s Youth Violence Prevention program.

Sincerely,

Duaa Al-Rawi, MD, PhD Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Shannon McNamara, MD New York City
Adedamola Ogunniyi, MD Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Chethan Sathya, MD, MSc Northwell Health, Center for Gun Violence Prevention
Joseph Sakran, MD Johns Hopkins Hospital
Vidya Eswaran, MD University of California San Francisco
Peter A. Burke, MD Boston University Medical Center
Rachel Solnick, MD MSc Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
Bethany Strong, MD, MS University of Maryland Capital Region Medical Center
Parveen Parmar, MD, MPH University of Southern California
Jennifer Hess, MD Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Jessica Gertz, MD VCU Medical Center
Erin Kane, MD Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis
Elizabeth Schoenfeld, MD, MS UMass Chan- Baystate
Seth C. Hawkins, MD, NREMT Wake Forest University
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Chris Millman, MD, MPH University of Michigan
M. Kit Delgado, MD, MS Penn Presbyterian Medical Center and University of

Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine
Christopher Carpenter, MD, MSc Washington University in St. Louis School of Medicine
Amy Zeidan, MD Emory University School of Medicine
Benedict Del Buono, MD Virginia Commonwealth University
Peter Masiakos, MD, MS, FACS, FAAP Massachusetts General Hospital, Center for Gun Violence

Prevention
Nathan Lewis, MD, FACEP VCU Health
Joel Moll, MD Virginia Commonwealth University
R. Gentry Wilkerson, MD University of Maryland School of Medicine
Dan Mayer, MD Self Employed, Evidence Based Medicine
Elizabeth DeVos, MD, MPH Emergency Physician
Elizabeth Datner, MD Einstein Healthcare Network
George Sontag, MD Emergency Physician
Dorris E Powell-Tyson, MD AMA, AAEM, NMA, SAEM
Megan Ranney, MD, MPH Brown University
J. Austin Lee, MD, MPH Rhode Island Hospital, Brown Emergency Medicine
Shira A. Schlesinger, MD, MPH Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Henry Schwimmer, MD Alameda Health System
Breena Taira, MD, MPH Olive View UCLA Medical Center
P. Quincy Moore, MD University of Chicago Medical Center
Gregory Wanner, DO Delaware
Prasanthi Govindarajan, MBBS Stanford University
Deborah Kuhls MD, FACS, FCCM Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine at UNLV
William Weber, MD, MPH Harvard Medical School / BIDMC
Kathryn Hawk MD, MHS Yale University Department of Emergency Medicine
Pamela Dyne, MD UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine, Olive View-UCLA

Medical Center
Taylor Burl, MD, MPH Hennepin County Medical Center
Harinder Dhindsa, MD, MPH, MBA Virginia Commonwealth University
Erik Hess, MD Vanderbilt
Saad Shamshair, MD University of Michigan
Daniel B. Gingold, MD, MPH University of Maryland School of Medicine
Marna Rayl Greenberg, DO, MPH, FACEP Lehigh Valley Health Network
Nick Sawyer, MD, MBA UC Davis Health
Alexis Kimmel, MD University of Cincinnati
Brandon Snyder, DO Riverside Regional Medical Center



Ali Raja, MD Harvard Medical School
Michelle Lin, MD, MPH Mount Sinai Health System, New York City
Kelly Doran, MD, MHS Emergency Physician
Kyle Swanson, MD, FAANS Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center
Taylor Nichols, MD UCSF
Jane Machi, MD Children's Wisconsin
Michelle Pickett, MD, MS Medical College of Wisconsin / Children's Wisconsin
Nina Agrawal, MD American Academy of Pediatrics
Danny Thomas, MD, MPH Medical College of Wisconsin
Sri Chinta, MBBS, MSCI Medical College of Wisconsin
Maureen Luetje, DO Children's Wisconsin
Andrea Morrison, MD, MS Medical College of Wisconsin
Jean Pearce, MD, MS Medical College of Wisconsin
Daryl Melzer, MD Independent
Jane Rapinchuk, MD
Michael Levas, MD, MS Medical College of Wisconsin
Rita M. Hanson, MD Network Health
Laura Heath Hudgings, MD University of Washington
George M. Lange, MD, FAAP Wisconsin Medical Society
Kristen Mueller, MD Washington University in St Louis
Tolulope Sonuyi, MD, MSc Detroit Medical Center
Julia Durrant, MD
Mary Kay Ness, MD Retired
Shikha Jain, MD, FACP University of Illinois
Marlene Melzer-Lange, MD, FAAP Children's Wisconsin
Cedric Dark, MD, MPH Baylor College of Medicine
Arghavan Salles, MD, PhD Stanford University
Michael Gonzalez, MD Houston Fire Department
Marian Betz, MD, MPH University of Colorado
John A. Rich, MD, MPH Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University
Anita Somani, MD OhioHealth Riverside Methodist hospital
Joel Fein MD, MPH Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
Anika Kumar, MD American Academy of Pediatrics
Seth Trueger, MD, MPH Northwestern Memorial Hospital
Kyle Fischer, MD, MPH University of Maryland School of Medicine


